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that the policy of restrictions cannot bring any results, for
the reason that in the long run this policy cannot be fol-
lowed out The history of the Jewish people in western
countries bears out this assertion with sufficient clearness.
It is possible to assume various attitudes towards Jews. One
may hate them, or be indifferent to them. That is a matter
of personal feeling. But our emotional attitude cannot alter
the natural course of events, in virtue of which the Jews,
since they are human beings after all, acquire the full meas-
use of civic rights, I believe, however, that the abolition
of Jewish disabilities must be gradual and as slow as pos-
sible.
This view was held by both Nicholas I and Alexander
II. Emperor Alexander III somewhat deviated from this
tendency and entered upon the road of anti-Jewish restric-
tions- But like everything done by Alexander III, his anti-
Jewish policy was firm but moderate and judicious.
Emperor Alexander III asked me on one occasion: "Is
it true that you are in sympathy with the Jews ?" "The only
way I can answer this question," I replied to the Emperor,
"is by asking Your Majesty whether you think it possible
to drown all the Russian Jews in the Black Sea. To do so
would, of course, be a radical solution of the problem. But
if Your Majesty will recognize the right of the Jews to live,
then conditions must be created which will enable them to
carry on a human existence. In that case, gradual abolition
of the disabilities is the only adequate solution of the Jewish
problem."
His Majesty said nothing, but he never showed that he
disapproved of my attitude toward the Russian Jews. It
has remained substantially the same throughout my career.
As Minister of Finance I vigorously opposed all measures
intended to restrict the rights of the Jews, but it was not
in tny power to repeal the existing laws against the Jews.
Many of these laws were unjust, and, upon the whole these